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they considered a sin, they dropped one of these
small pieces of wood, like the beads of a rosary.
An old man did the same, some time afterward, while
at confession; and it is a custom among them to count
in this manner when they mistrust their memory.
The chief of the Kaskaskia and his wife have,
ever since the marriage of their daughter with a
frenchman, been very assiduous at the instructions,
and have begged me to prepare them for baptism.®
Their son-in-law, forced by the reproaches of his
conscience, has admitted to his father- and mother-
in-law that all the falsehoods which he had told to
discredit the missionaries were but fictions. The
desire to slander and calumniate had urged him to
fabricate these, to prevent people from embracing our
holy faith, and, to please certain libertines who
had induced him to spread falsehoods, and compel me,
if possible, to leave the country. This they wished
me to do, so that I might not witness the evil conduct
of some profligates. But this frenchman said that,
now that he had resolved to become a christian, he
would refuse all the presents that might be given
him to speak ill of me in the future. He afterward
exhorted the 2 catechumens to be devoted to prayer,
and docile to my instructions, adding that, in order
not to be deceived they must cling to the missionary
whose sole desire was the salvation of their souls;
while the other frenchmen chiefly cared for their
merchandise, without troubling themselves about
rescuing them from the state of damnation in which
they saw them. These two worthy savages reflected
so seriously on all that their son-in-law and daughter
told them respecting the unfortunate condition of
those who refuse my good advice that, without
speaking to me of it, they agreed that the chief



